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HOMEMaKERS'  CEaT  TUESDAY,  January  2,  1940 


(For  Broadcast  Use  Only) 

SUBJECT:     "QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS."     Information  from  the  Forest  Service  and  the 
Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  U.   S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

— oooooo — 

Out  of  the  mailbag  on  the  first  question-and-answer  day  of  the  Year  1940 
come  a  couple  of  very  urgent  letters.     One  asks  how  to  keep  a  living  Christmas 
tree  alive.     The  other  wants  information  on  caring  for  a  poinsettia  plant.  The 
holidays  pre  over  hut  some  holiday  problems  linger  on,  you  see. 

First,  let's  answer  the  question  from  the  lady  who  says  she  has  her  doubts 
about  the  living  Christmas  tree  idea.     She  writes:     "The  idea  of  having  a  growing 
Christinas  tree  to  set  out  in  the  yard  as  a  permanent  decoration  after  Christmas 
sounds  very  nice.     But  I  wonder  if  it  is  practical.     For  two  years  now  I  have 
bought  little  spruce  or  fir  trees  growing  in  tubs  rnd  planned  to  set  them  out  in 
the  spring.     But  longer  before  spring  they  were  dead.     Won' t  you  tell  me  how  to 
keep  a  living  Christmas  tree  alive — if  that  is  possible?" 

That  is  a  good  and  timely  question.     Too  many  people  seem  to  think  these 
little  trees  will  grow  in  the  house  or  outside  the  door  with  no  care  at  all. 
Actually,  they  need  as  much  care  or  more  care  than  house  plants.     A  small  evergreen 
suffers  more  from  the  indoor  heat  and  dry  air  than  many  a  plant  does.  Evergreens 
need  cool  surroundings  and  plenty  of  moisture  both  in  the  air  and  in  the  soil 
around  their  roots. 

So  the  first  thing  to  do  when  the  living  Christmas  tree  tomes  into  your 
house  i s  to  water  it  and  keep  the  soil  evenly  moist.     One  way  to  keep  the  soil  from 
drying  out  is  to  set  the  potted  tree  in  a  larger  jar  or  tub  and  pack  moist  sphagnum 
moss  around  it. 
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But  there.     That's  what  should  have  been  done  "before  Christmas.     And  this  is 
the  day  after  Few  Years.     So  the  problem  is:     How  to  care  for  the  little  tree  from 
now  on. 

Two  weeks  is  about  all  a  tree  can  endure  of  hot  dry  indoor  life,  even  though 
you  keep  it  carefully  7/atered.     Now  the  holidays  are  over,   take  off  the  Christmas 
decorations  and  give  the  tree  a  good  watering  which  includes  sprinkling  or  using  a 
syringe  on  the  needles.     The  needles  may  suffer  more  from  the  dry  air  than  the 
roots  do.     How  move  the  tree  to  a  cool  room.     If  you  haven't  a  cool  room,  move  the 
tree  down  cellar.     The  fruit  cellar  will  be  about  the  right  temperature  for  it. 
Keep  the  tree  in  this  cool  place  for  a  week  and  sprinkle  the  needles  every  day  or  so. 

After  a  week  the  tree  is  ready  to  endure  still  colder  surroundings.     Move  it 
to  the  garage  for  a  few  weeks.     Con' t  forget  to  water  it  occasionally  out  in  the 
garage.     Then,   some  day  toward  the  last  of  this  month  or  early  in  February  when  a 
mild  spell  of  weather  sets  in  and  the  ground  thaws,   transplant  the  tree  from  its 
pot  or  tub  to  the  garden.     Set  the  tree,  with  the  soil  still  around  it,  in  some 
place  where  you  want  it  to  grow  permanently.     Cover  the  ground  with  straw  or  leaves 
right  up  to  the  trunk  to  protect  it.     Finally,  cover  the  cop  of  the  tree  with  burlap 
to  prevent  the  winter  winds  from  drying  out  and  burning  the  needles.     Remove  the 
burlap  in  the  spring. 

Cf  course,   this  advice  is  for  people  living  where  winters  bring  frost,  snow 
and  frozen  ground.     Anyone  living  in  a  mild  climate,  can  put  the  tree  in  the  ground 
right  after  the  holidays.     Keep  it  watered  for  a  few  weeks  as  you  would  any  plant 
after  moving  it. 

By  the  way,  when  you  set  out  the  tree  choose  a  location  with  plenty  of 
space  for  it.     Many  of  these  little  living  trees  are  either  fir  or  spruce.  They 
are  forest  varieties  and  need  plenty  of  room  to  grow. 
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The  second  question  waiting  for  reply  is  about  that  handsome  Christmas 
plant,   the  poinsettia.     The  letter  reads:     "Please  tell  me  how  to  prevent  the 
leaves  from  falling  from  a  poinsettia  after  Christmas.     No  matter  how  I  care  for 
these  plants,  they  "begin  to  drop  their  leaves  end  eventually  die." 

Plant  scientists  say  that  poinsettias  naturally  drop  their  leaves  after 
Blooming.     This  is  their  rest  period.     Poinsettias  come  from  warm  countries  where 
part  of  the  year  is  warm  and  moist  and  the  other  part  of  the  year  is  cool  and  dry. 
During  the  cool  dry  season,  the  poinsettia  takes  a  nap.     That  is  right  after  "bloom- 
ing.    So  to  keep  a  poinsettia  in  good  condition  durings  its  rest,   set  the  plant  in 
a  cool  place  and  don't  water  it  until  May  or  June  when  it  is  ready  to  start  growing 
again.     The  cellar  is  a  good  place  to  keep  it,  or  the  garage,  or  anywhere  the 
temperature  is  around  50  or  60  degrees  hut  not  cold  enough  to  freeze. 

In  Lay  or  June,  you  can  trim  the  plant  "back  to  within  7  or  8  inches  of  the 
ground.     Then  shake  or  wash  the  old  soil  from  the  roots  and  set  the  plant  in  new 
soil  in  a  pot  large  enough  to  hold  the  mass  of  roots  with  no  crowding.     For  the  new 
soil  use  a  mixture  of  3  parts  of  garden  loam  to  1  part  peat  moss. or  old  rotted 
manure.     Don't  forget  to  provide  a  few  small  stones  for  drainage  in  the  bottom  of 
the  pot.     After  the  poinsettia  is  repotted,   set  it  in  a  warm  light  place  and  water 
it  moderately  to  keep  the  soil  moist.     TChen  summer  weather  arrives,   set  the  poin- 
settia, pot  and  all,  down  into  the  soil  in  your  garden.     Choose  a  sunny  spot  for  it 
to  grow  and  give  it  plenty  of  water.     To  support  the  plant,  fasten  it  to  wooden  or 
wire  stakes.     In  the  fall  long  before  frost  threatens,  lift  the  pot  from  the  ground 
and  bring  your  poinsettia  indoors. 

Now  during  its  growing  period  indoors — from  the  fall  through  Christmastime, 
remember  the  poinsettia  likes  plenty  of  moisture  and  plenty  of  light.     Place  it  near 
a  well-lighted  window  where  the  temperature  is  about  70  degrees  in  the  daytime  and 
55  degrees  at  night. 

That's  all  the  questions  for  today.     More  next  week. 


